[G] Rabbi says, “The Torah was given in Assyrian characters, and 
when they signed, it was turned into Raas characters for them. 
But when, in the time of Ezra, they attained merit, it was turned 
into Assyrian characters for them.” 


[H] [“Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;] today I 
declare that I will restore to you double” (Zech. 9:12). 


[I] “And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write 
for himself in a book a copy of this law, [from that which is in 
charge of the Levitical priests]? (Deut. 17:18). This will be in a 
form of writing [71c] which can be changed. 


[J] It has been taught: R. Simeon b. Eleazar says in the name 
of R. Eleazar ben Parta, who said it in the name of R. 
Eleazar the Modite, “The Torah was given in Assyrian 
writing.” 


[K] And what is the scriptural basis for this view? “The hooks 
[wawim] of the pillars” (Ex. 27:). This means that the waws 
of the Torah should look like pillars. 


[L] Said R. Levi, “He who said that the Torah was given in 
Raas letters holds that the ayin was formed 
miraculously. He who maintains that the Torah was 
written in Assyrian letters holds that the samekh was 
formed miraculously.” 


[M] R. Jeremiah, in the name of R. Hiyya bar Ba, and 
R. Simon both maintain, “The Torah to begin with 
did not have a he or a mem written fully closed. Lo, 
the samekh was written fully closed.” 


[II:1 A] Jt has been taught: Rabban Simeon b. Gamaliel says, “Even in the 
case of the sacred Scriptures, they have permitted only that they 
be written in Greek” (M. 1:9B]. They investigated and found that the 
Torah can be properly translated only into Greek. 


[B] A resident of a station house made up for them a false Aramaic 
[variants: Latin] translation from the Greek. 


[II:2 A] R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Hiyya bar Ba: “Aqilas the proselyte 
translated the Torah before R. Eliezer and R. Joshua, and they praised 
him.” 


[B] They said to him, “Gird your sword upon your thigh, O mighty one, in 
your glory and majesty!” (Ps. 45:3). 


